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BSE Limited

Corporate Relations Department,
27% Floor, Phiroze Jeejeebhoy Towers,
Dalal Street,

Fort,

Mumbai 400 001

Scrip Code: 515085
ISIN: INE298E01022

Sub: Submission of publication of advertisement regarding 35" Annual General Meeting
in the newspapers (Post-despatch)

Ref: Intimation under Regulation 30 and all other applicable regulations, if any, of the
SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, as amended
from time to time.

Dear Sir/Mam,

Pursuant to Regulation 30 read with Schedule 111 Part A Para A of the SEBI (Listing Obligations
and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, as amended from time to time. Please find
enclosed herewith the copies of newspaper advertisement published in Financial Express,
(English language newspaper having Nationwide Circulation) and Financial Express (Gujarati
language newspaper) at Vadodara in compliance with Section 108 of the Companies Act, 2013
read with Rule 20 of the Companies (Management and Administration) Rules, 2014, as amended
from time to time and the Secretarial Standards of General Meetings issued by the Institute of
Company Secretaries of India, intimating that 35% Annual General Meeting of the Company will
be held on Wednesday, August 25, 2021 at 12.00 Noon (IST) through Video Conferencing (“VC”)
/ Other Audio Visual Means (“OAVM").

The above information is also available on the website of the Company www.restile.com.
This is for your information and record.
Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,

(DIN: 03407158)
Encl.: A/a

RESTILE CERAMICS LIMITED

Regd. Office : 204, Sakar Complex. Opp. ABS Tower, Vaccine Crossing, Old Padra Road. Vadodara, Gujarat - 390015, India.
CIN : L26931GJ1986PLC102350
Branch Office : D.No.1-10-77, 5th Floor, Varun Towers, Opp. Hyderabad Public School, Begumpet, Hyderabad - 300 01 6.
E-mail : restile(@accountscare.com, works(@restile.com, Website : www.restile.com Ph. No. 9998219763
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24 new Games-related Covid cases
reported, IOC defends Olympics

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Tokyo, July 29

THE TOKYO OLYMPICS or-
ganisers on Thursday an-
nounced 24 new Covid-19
cases,including three athletes,
the highest one-day figures so
far at the Games, even as the
organisers insisted that the
showpiece is not behind the
record surge in the host city.
The city logged in an all-
time high of 3,865 positive
cases on Thursday. Three new
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deaths were recorded with 81
patients being described as
"severe cases'".

Reacting promptly, the In-
ternational Olympic Commit-
tee's (IOC) spokesperson Mark
Adams said the Games are not
responsible for the surge in
coronavirus infections in
Tokyo, according to public

The host city is in a state of
emergency with Covid-19 in-
fections at arecord high.

Out of the 24 positive cases,
six are Games-concerned per-
sonnel and 15 are contractors,
besides the three athletes.

Tokyo had recorded 3,177
cases on Wednesday, while

broadcaster NHK.

The fresh additions took
the total number of Games-re-

lated casesto 193.

Authorities are alarmed by
the Japanese capital setting an
all-time high and closingin on
4,000 cases, only a day after
crossing the 3,000 mark for

the first time.

the Covid-19 infection num-
bers for the whole country
was an all-time high 0f 9,583,
the first time the figure has
topped 9,000.

On  Wednesday, 16
Olympics-related cases were
reported but none were ath-
letes and none were staying in
the Games Village.

SICOM LIMITED
Registered Office; Solfare Comorate Pane Bulding Mo, 4, Chiasala, Anchen [East)
Wumibai - 400 G933, Tel Hoz- (023) GESF2T00, Website: e, sicomindia.com

EXPRESSIDN OF INTEREST (EOI) FOR PURGCHASE OF ASSET IN POSSESSION
EACOM Limited, & Public Financial Insliution, Fwvies Expression of Inberest (EOIS) latest by Rugust
20, 2021 songaith EMD @& 1% of offer price from interested parties for purchase of immoveabds
praperty heing Residantial Flat admeasuring 616,03 sg. mirs. (6,631 sq. it} capet area, exchding
the fire ascape passane, rehage ferrace ) 'maat lower beds | service areas admeasuring 615,16 5q
mérg. (B.621.58 50, 1) farming pert ol the comman aneas an the 52nd (South East) leved (37 Floor)
Together with Qarage’s admesuing 74.32 5. mirs, (BOD s 10 ) Buillup and godawn admeasuring
168.58 50 mbrs. (200 50. M) of the building knean as “Palais Royvale® bearng Plof Nas. 58 and &,
Cadastral Sureey Nos. 288 (Part], 289 (Part), 171540 (Part), 21540 (Part) and 31540 (Part) af
Lower Pared Division at Ganpatrao Kadam Marg, Wori, Mumbai-400018.

The dedails of assels amd the erms and conditions of sale are avalable on our website
e comindia, coem. The party with the highest offer shall gt the mghl of first refusal under Swiss
Challenge a1 the auction of the assets lo be conducted subsequentty,
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Place - Mumbal
Date - July 30, 201

Dr. Hilin Jawale, IAS

The total number of cases
in the Games village currently
standsat 23.

The organisers had said
38,484 people from abroad
had entered Japan for the
Games till Monday.

Japan has kept its cases and
deaths lower than many other
countries,but its seven-day av-
erage is increasing, according

to the country's health
ministry.
Meanwhile, the IOC

spokesman Adams said there
was nothing to suggest a link
between the Games and the
rising figures.

"As far as I'm aware there's
not a single case of an infec-
tion spreading to the Tokyo
population from the athletes
or Olympic movement," he
told reporters here.

"We have the most tested
community probably any-
where...in the world, on top of
that you have some of the
toughest lockdown restric-
tions in the athlete's village,"
he added.

The organisers also insisted
that the Gamesarenotburden-
ing the city's medical system.

RESURGING VIRUS

Delta’s spread is testing even
| stringent ‘Covid zero’ defenses

Among the hardest
hit is Australia,
where delta is
slipping through the
mandatory hotel
quarantine system
far more easily than
past strains

BLOOMBERG
July 29

THE RISE OF the highly-conta-
gious delta variant is challeng-
ing even the most aggressive
Covid-19 containment
regimes, an ominous sign as
economies look to open up and
return to pre-pandemiclife.

An outbreak that started at
an airport in the eastern Chi-
nese city of Nanjing is testing
that country’s zero-tolerance
measures, which are some of
the most sweeping and com-
prehensive in the world.

New infections are rising by
the dozens and seeding subse-
quent clusters around China
despite well-honed systems of
mass testing and stringent
quarantines. Beijing reported
its first locally transmitted in-
fection in six months on Thurs-
day,linked toan outbreakin the
southern province of Hunan
among people who’d recently
been to Nanjing.

The variant is scaling some

{Managing Diréctar)

RESTILE CERAMICS LIMITED
(CIN:L26931GJ1986PLC102350)
Registered Office: 204, Sakar Complex, Opp. ABS Tower, Vaccine Crossing,
Old Padra Road, Vadodara-390015, Gujarat Phone: 9998219763
Website: www.restile.com E-mail: restile@accountscare.com

NOTICE OF THE H ANNUAL GENERAL MEETIN

FORM A - PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

(Under Requlation & of the insolvency and Bardmuptey Boaard of Indis (Insoivency Resplution

Procéss lor Camporale Persons) Begulalions, 2008
FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE CREDITORS OF
[DESIMRAN CARTONS PRIVATE LIMITED]
RELEVANT PARTICULARS
Mame of corporate debior | DaSimean Cartons Privats Limded
rporation of I 11 i)

Authonty under whach corporate debtor is | Company incorparaied under the
incorporated [ registered | Companies Act, 1956 registered with
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1. The Thirty-Five (35") Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Shareholders of Restile]
Ceramics Limited (‘the Company’) will be held on Wednesday, August 25, 2021 at
12:00 Noon (IST) through Video Conferencing (VC) / Other Audio-Visual Means
(OAVM) in compliance with General Circular No. 14/2020 dated April 08, 2020,
17/2020 dated April 13, 2020, 20/2020 dated May, 5 2020 and 02/2021 dated
13.01.2021 and other applicable circulars, if any, issued by the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs (MCA) and Circular Nos. SEBI/HO/CFD/CMD1/CIR/P/2020/79 dated 12" May,

E-VOTING AND BOOK CLOSURE INFORMATION | e o o ks it i
Notice is hereby given that: 4. | Carporate Identity No. / Limited Liability | Uy 4999MHZD0EFTC 15 025

2020 and SEBI/HO/CFD/CMD2/CIR/P/2021/11 dated 15th January, 2021 issued by,
the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) (herein after collectively referred
to as ‘Circulars’) vide which, companies are allowed to hold AGMs through VC/OAVM,
without the physical presence of members at a common venue. Hence, the 35" AGM
of the Company shall be held through VC/OAVM to transact the business as set forth
in the Notice of the 35th AGM dated June 22,2021. Members participating through the
VC/ OAVM facility shall be reckoned for the purpose of quorum under Section 103 of]
the Companies Act, 2013.

2. In compliance with the Circulars, electronic copies of the Notice of the 35" AGM and
Annual Report 2020-21 have been sent to all the members whose email IDs are
registered with the Company/Depository Participant(s). These documents are also
available on the website of the Company at www.restile.com, Stock Exchange
websites i.e. BSE Limited (BSE) at www.bseindia.com and also on the CDSL's
website at https://www.evotingindia.com, an agency appointed for conducting
Remote e-voting, e-voting during the process of AGM and VC. The dispatch of
Notice of the AGM through emails has been completed on 29" July, 2021.

3. Notice is also hereby given that pursuant to the provisions of Section 91 (1) of the
Companies Act, 2013 and Regulation 42 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015, the Register of Members and Share
Transfer Books of the Company shall remain closed Thursday, August 19, 2021 to
Wednesday, August 25, 2021, (both days inclusive) for the purpose of 35" AGM.

4.In terms of Section 108 of the Companies Act, 2013 read with amended Rule 20 of
the Companies (Management and Administration) Amendment Rules, 2015 and
Regulation 44 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulations, 2015, as amended from time to time, the following information is
available to the Shareholders of the Company :

Members holding equity shares either in physical form or dematerialization form, as
on the cut-off-date (Record date) Wednesday, August 18, 2021, may cast their vote
electronically on the business as set forth in the Notice of the 35th AGM dated June
22, 2021 through the electronic voting system of Central Depository Services (India)
Limited (CDSL).

All the members are hereby informed that —

i. The business as set forth in the Notice of the 35" AGM dated 22™ June, 2021, shall
be transacted through remote e-voting and e-voting during the AGM;

ii. The remote e-voting shall commence on Saturday, August 21, 2021 (10.00 Hrs. IST);

iii. The remote e-voting shall close on Tuesday, August 24, 2021 (17:00 Hrs. IST);

iv. The cut-off-date (Record date) for determining the eligibility to vote by remote
e-voting and/or e-voting system at the AGM shall be Wednesday, August 18, 2021;

v. Any person, who acquires equity shares of the Company and becomes a member
of the Company after dispatch of the Notice of the AGM and holding equity shares
as on the cut-off-date (Record date) i.e. Wednesday, August 18, 2021, may obtain/
generate the login ID and password as per the instructions given in the Note no. vii
of the Notice of the 35" AGM dated June 22, 2021.

vi. Members may note that;

a)The remote e-voting module shall be disabled by CDSL beyond 17:00 Hrs. IST on
Tuesday, August 24, 2021 and once the vote on a resolution is cast and confirmed
by the member, the member shall not be allowed to change it subsequently;

b)The facility for e-voting will also be made available during the AGM and those
members present in the AGM through VC facility, who have not cast their vote on
the resolutions through remote e-voting and are otherwise not barred from doing
s0, shall be eligible to vote through the e-voting system at the AGM;

c)The members who have cast their vote by remote e-voting prior to the AGM may
also attend the AGM but shall not be entitled to cast their vote again;

d)A person whose name is recorded in the Register of Members or in the Register
of beneficial owners maintained by the depositories as on the cut-off-date (Record
date) i.e. Wednesday, August 18, 2021 only shall be entitled to avail the facility of
remote e-votingand/or e-voting at the AGM and for participation at the AGM.

vii. The manner of voting remotely, for members holding shares in dematerialized mode/
physical mode and for members who have not registered their email addresses, is
provided in the Notice of the AGM. The details will also be made available on the
website of the Company. Members are requested to visit www.restile.com to obtain
such details.

viii. Members holding shares in dematerialized mode, who have not registered/ updated
their email addresses/ Bank Account Details with their Depository Participants, are
requested to register/ update the same with the Depository Participants with whom
they maintain their demat accounts and Members holding shares in physical mode,
who have not registered / updated their email addresses/ Bank Account Details with
the Company, are requested to register / update the same with the Company by
sending an e-mail at restile@accountscare.com by quoting their Folio Number and
attaching a self-attested copy of PAN in order to facilitate the Company to serve the
documents through the electronic mode and to receive copies of the Annual Report
2020-21 along with the Notice of the 35" AGM, instructions for remote e-voting and
e-voting during AGM and instructions for participation in the AGM through VC.

ix. The Company has appointed Mr. Niraj R. Trivedi, Practicing Company Secretary,
Vadodara, Gujarat as the Scrutinizer to scrutinize the e-voting process in a fair and
transparent manner.

x. In case of any query, members may refer to the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
and e-voting user manual available at www.evotingindia.com under help section and
for any grievances connected with e-voting facility, may contact helpdesk
(022-23058738, 23058542) at CDSL, A Wing, 25" Floor, Marathon Futurex, Mafatlal
Mill Compounds, N. M. Joshi Marg, Lower Parel (E), Mumbai — 400013, or send an
email to helpdesk.evoting@cdslindia.com. The members who require technical
assistance to access and participate in the meeting through VC may contact the
above help line numbers.

By Order of the Board
For Restile Ceramics Limited
Ravi Kiran Sukumar
Company secretary

Place: Vadodara
Date: 28.07.2021

Idemifscation No. of corporate debioe |
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of the toughest virus defenses,
with “Covid Zero” places —
countries that had snuffed out
theviruswithin theirborders —
still seeing outbreaks despite
strict anti-virus measures.
Among the hardest hit is
Australia, where delta is slip-
ping through the mandatory
hotel quarantine system far
more easily than past strains
and taking advantage of a low
community vaccination rate. A
delta-fueled outbreak even
forced Sydney, despite its effi-
cient contact tracing and test-
ing apparatus, into weeks of
lockdown, with cases climbing
tonearly 3,000 since mid-June.
In China, thefirst infections
wereamong nineairport clean-
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ers. The cluster quickly ex-
panded to their close contacts,
then to a handful of otherloca-
tions, leading to nearly 200
confirmed Covid cases as of
Thursday. It’s one of China’s
biggest outbreaks since a wave
concentrated in the country’s
northeast saw more than 2,000
infections last winter.

Officials have confirmed
that the new outbreakis caused
by the delta strain, which has
beendrivingaresurgenceinin-
fections across the world.

The variant, which first
emerged in India and is more
transmittable than other
strains, is exposing the limita-
tions of the strategy of virus
elimination, which is also fa-

vored by New Zealand and Sin-
gapore. Taiwan, which went
months without any infections
at all last year, recently backed
away from Covid Zero, saying it
was nolongertargeting nil cases
but transitioning toward a strat-
egy of living with the virus.

Many of the people infected
in China,including the Nanjing
airport workers, had been fully
vaccinated — and only four
have developed severe cases of
the disease —according to offi-
cial data. The numbers signal
that the immunity generated
by China’s vaccines while
enough to ward off critical ill-
ness and death, is still insuffi-
cient to prevent the spread of
thevariants.

Nanjing is ramping up
Covid measures as the outbreak
added 18 more cases on Thurs-
day. All residential compounds
have been placed under lock-
down, and the city is starting a
third round of virus testing for
its more than 9 million people.
The airport has canceled most
flights and its staff have been
placed under restrictions.

Theinfected Beijing resident
islikely connected toa clusterat
an outdoor theater perfor-
mance in Hunan,where the au-
dience included infected people
who had traveled to Nanjing.It’s
thefirstlocal infection recorded
in tightly-guarded Beijing since
the start of the year, when an
outbreak in nearby Hebei
provinceled to sporadic casesin
the Chinese capital.

The cluster has placed
every one of the roughly 3,000
theater-goers in Hunan at risk
of infection, local authorities
said,indicating that the num-
ber could grow.

The Chinese vaccines’ effi-
cacy in preventing sympto-
matic Covid has ranged be-
tween 50 to 80% in studies,
lower than the more than 90%
effectiveness for the potent
mRNA vaccines developed by
Pfizer and its German partner
BioNTech,as well as Moderna.

Countries including Thai-
land and United Arab Emirates
that initially relied on Chinese
vaccines have decided to offer
booster shots to some fully-vac-
cinated people to provide better
protection against the delta
strain. Globally, the variant has
already forced the US to insti-
tute new mask mandates, de-
layed a reopening in Singapore
and put other Australian cities
under lockdown.

Despite its largely closed
borders, China has also seen
more frequent virus flareups
since the beginning of this year
asvariants from other hotspots
around the world get in, often
throughworkers in high-riskar-
eas such as airports and cargo
centers.

The outbreaks, while mini-
mal compared to clusters in
parts of the US and Southeast
Asia,are putting pressure on of-
ficials to rethink the vaccina-
tion campaign to possibly in-
clude booster shots.

Big Tech starts requiring vaccines;
Twitter closes re-opened US offices

REUTERS
July 29

a. | Addrass ol he regisiened office and | KLsEarmi House, Zmd Fodr, lafeantal Road,
princgal office (il any} ol carporate debion Nawpada, Thane-400602, Maharashira,
India.

Hon'ble RCLT, Mumbai Bench Order
Pronoumead an: - 23nf July, 2021,

Capy of Ordar Upkiaded on tha Wehsite:-
2Bth July, 2021,

15th January, 2022

B, | Insolvency commencament daba in
respect of comparate dehbor

[} ;Esnma_teu date of chosure of msalvency

W Vivel Muralidhar Dabhade
[BE] Registration r-.lu_'BEI PA-001/1P-

[Esalution process
8. |Mame and registration numbsrof the
msm. ENCY pr-:lfessu:-'la acting as intesim

B-13, Trupti I:.amerl. Mear Harshal Palace,
Wadgoan BE I, Pune-411051

Email. cavivekdabhade @gmail. com
B-T3, Trupll Garden, Hear Harshal Palace,

9. .!-uuress. anu:l g=mall of The imerm

resolution professicnal, as registered with

the: Board

(10 Addrass and e-mail 1o be used for

carespandancs with the mbarim Wadgoan BK N, Pune-41 1051

resalution profassional E|r|3|| desEnrancirpEmmail.cim

11| Cast daka for submission of claims 11th Augusl_ 2021

12 Classas of crediors, if any, under claese I'r.':lr Applicable

th} af sub-section (@A) of saction 21

ascertained by the intedim resolution

professional

13| Wames af Insalvency Professionals

identified to act as Autharised

Representative of creditors in a class

(Three names far each class)

147 {a) Relevant Farms and

(b} Detailz of avihorized representatives
_arg ayadable at.

HL"I'S-E Iﬁ I'IEI"":I'.' -uh*‘"'l I!"IIIl I Mational Gampany LEI'|'l Tribunal has arcenid the commencementof a
Cofporale ingodvency resolution process of the Dedimean Cartons Private Limibed on 23rd July,
202,

The crediars of DeSimran Cartons Private Limited, are herehy called upon to submit their clzims
with proal on or belore 11th August, 2021 o the infaim resakiion professiona at the address
mrenlinred agamst entry Mo, 10

The linancis creditors shall submil ther clims with prodl by electrorss means anly. AN other
creditoes may submitihe claims with procd inperson, by post or Dy electrores: means,

A financial crediar b=fonging to  class, as listed against the entry Mo, 12, shallindicate its chaice of
dutharied representative from among the three insohancy professionals Bsbed against antry Mo, 13
i acl as authorised ropresentafioe af the class [specify class]in Farm GA [Nok Applicable)
Submesgion of false or misleading proods of claim shall altract penallies.

i)

Mr, Vivek Muralidhar Dabkade

Interim Aesolusion Frofessanal

IBE] Registration Mo, BELIRPA-0011P-PONEIE201 7- 1810570

feot Applicable

Web link;
hitps:ibbi oowiname'downloads

Dake: Jith Juky 2021 Place: Pune

FORM A
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT
{Under Fegulation & of the insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of india
(Insahvency Resalulicn Protess Tar GCorporabe Persors] Regulations, 2016

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE CREDITORS OF
BIL INFRATECH LIMITED

RELEVANT PARTICLULARS

1, [ Marme of corporaie debior BIL Infratech LimRed
2. | Date of Incorporation of corperaie deblor | 29/07°2010
3 | Augthoery under which comarate oebtor Reqstar af Compankes, Kolata

i5 incomporated | registersd

4. | Corporate identity No.  Limited Lisbiiy
Icentilicafion Mool corporate debtar

5 | Ardress of the regstend office and
principal olfice (8 amy) of comorate
debiar

LH5400WE2 I OPLE 51507

3702, Chinarpark, Miw Town, Ragarhial kain Road,
Fil- Haligra, Kolkata Fangnas Mo,
‘West Benga- TS

E. | Insotvency commencement date in SH-0T-20
respect af corparate debion
7. |Esimated dae of closure of rechency [ 23.01.2022
reSOitinn process
B. | Mame and regisirbtion omber of the Subadh Kurnar Agrireal

insohency pralessional acing &% inbeim
residion professorl

sz and e-mail of the nlerm
rescifion professonal, as reqsisrsd
__|with the Board

10| Address and e-mai o ba used for
comespondence with the intarim
resofution professioral Email it cirp bilinfrag@gmal com
1. et chabe for subrission of chims 11-08-2041

12 | (lasses of creditors, I ame under dause B

[ o Sub-3echon (6A) of secton 21,
aaicertained by the inerim resolitiaon
professional b
tzmes of Insolvency Professionas Bld,
identified o act as Authoised
Piepresenlative of creditons in a class
[Thress names lor each cRss)

14 1 {ah Retevant Forms and {Fil]
{1 Detais of aumanzed
rEpESEniAlES Are maliable Al

Nt s henaly geean that the Mational Company Law Tribural (Kolkata Bencl) has oodened
the commencement of a corporate insolvency resoiution process of the Mfs BIL Infratech
Limited an 28,07 2021
The creditors of *W's BIL Infratech Limited”, are baraby called upon o submit theer claims
with proof on or before 11-08-2021 to the intarim resolution prafessional al the address
mentioned against entry Mo. 10.
The financial creditors shall submit their claims with proaf by electronic means onhy. A1 other
creditars may submi the claims with proaf in persan, by post or by eleciromic meaans
Afinancial cradifor balonging boa class, as listed agams? he amiry No. 12, shall indicate d5
chodce of authodzed representative from among the three insolvency professionals bsted
against emry Mo.13 to act as authorzed representative of the class [specify class] in Form
GA,
Subrmission of Talse or misieading proolz ol claim shall afiract panalties.
hir Subadh Kumar Agrawal
Interim Resolution Professional of
W5 BIL Infratech Limited
IBBLTPA-GIP-PO0DET 201 7-18/101 83

Fegn Mo - 1BBIPA-001 P-POODET/201T- 181 0183

o

Adckess 1, anesh Chandra deenue, Boom Ne=301,
Srd Floor, Kobata = 700 013

Email it subodhkazgmal.com

fddress: 1, Ganesh Chandra fwenus. Room No- am,
3rd Aoor, Kakata — 700 013
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TWITTER IS SHUTTING its re-
opened offices in United States,
while other big tech companies
are making vaccination
mandatory for on-campus em-
ployees,as the highly infectious
Delta Covid-19 variant drivesa
resurgence in cases.

Alphabet's Google and
Facebook said on Wednesday
allUS employees must get vac-
cinated to step into offices.
Google is also planning to ex-
pand its vaccination drive to
other regions in the coming
months.

Twitter, which on Wednes-
day also paused future office
reopenings, had started allow-
ing employees back to its cam-
puses in San Francisco and
New York at 50% capacity
about a fortnight ago after
more than 16 months.

US coronavirus cases have

been rising due to the Delta
variant, which emerged in In-
dia but has quickly spread and
now accounts for more than
80% of US coronavirus cases.

Health authorities on Tues-
day said Americans fully vacci-
nated against Covid-19 should
go back to wearing masks in
indoor public places in regions
where the coronavirus is
spreading rapidly.

San Francisco-based ride-
hailing company Lyft, which

had already made vaccinations
mandatory for employees re-
turning to the office, post-
poned its reopening to Febru-
ary from September.

"We anticipate the Covid
situation will remain fluid for
the upcoming months, mak-
ing it difficult for us toland a
clear return date without a
possibility of moving it again,’
Lyft CEO Logan Greensaidina
memo to staff.

According toa Deadline re-

port, streaming giant Netflix
has alsoimplemented a policy
mandating vaccinations for
the cast and crew on all its US
productions.

Apple plans to restore its
mask requirement policy at
most of its US retail stores,
both for customers and staff,
even if they are vaccinated,
Bloomberg News reported.

Apple and Netflix did not
immediately respond to re-
quests for comments.

Many tech companies in-
cluding Microsoft and Uber
have said they expect employ-
ees toreturn to offices, months
after pandemic-induced lock-
downs forced them to shift to
working from home.

Google also said on
Wednesday it would extend
its work-from-home policy
through Oct. 18 due to a re-
cent rise in cases caused by
the Delta variant across dif-
ferent regions.

From Facebook to Twitter, Big Tech sees
social commerce driving sales growth

SHEILA DANG &
NIVEDITA BALU
July 29

LED BY FACEBOOK, social
media platforms from Alpha-
bet's YouTube to Snap and
Twitter are investing heavily
in shopping features to drive
revenue growth, a major
theme that emerged during
second-quarter results over
the past week.

The companies are vying
fora piece of the so-called so-
cial commerce industry,
which relies on users' ability
to discover and buy products
through social media apps
and is expected to balloon to
$50 billion from $36 billion
inannual sales by 2023 in the
United States according to re-
search firm eMarKketer.

The success of social com-
merce stems in part from
product targeting based on
user interests, with sales gen-
erating more data that can be
used for future advertising
and merchandise placements.

Facebook, widely consid-
ered theleaderin social com-
merce,and Google helped re-
tailers bring in sales in the
last quarter,with ecommerce
player Shopify saying the
growth rate of products sold
through the two tech compa-
nies' platforms was "several
times that" of websites run by
the merchants themselves.

Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg said that enabling
commerce and making it eas-
ier for businesses to commu-
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nicate with customers
through its Messenger and
WhatsApp apps was "the
right long-term bet."

Retailers are increasingly
hopping on to the trend as
Covid-19 restrictions weigh
on brick-and-mortar sales.

Brands ranging from lux-
ury fashion house Burberry
to fast fashion giant H&M
have signed up celebrities
and influencers to get mil-
lions of their followers to
make purchases off
ephemeral stories or posts by
asking them to "swipe up to
purchase".

While the business is small
for now, the social media gi-
ants are eyeing the data gen-
erated from users' shopping
and browsing habits for tar-
geted advertising. The scram-
ble for user data has become
even more crucial as recent
privacy changes from Apple
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limit tech companies'ability
to track iPhone users and
serve personalised advertis-
ing, ad experts have said.
Facebook launched Shops
in May 2020 during the
height of the pandemic, lur-
ing brands with an easyway to
sell items directly through
Facebook and Instagram and
consumerswith a curated and
personalized way to discover
trendy clothes or home goods.
Facebook was the top so-
cial commerce platform ac-
cording to a survey con-
ducted by eMarketer in June
2020, with 18% of respon-
dents saying they had pur-
chased a product via Face-
book. That compared with

11% for Facebook-owned
Instagram and 3% for
Pinterest.

Even as restrictions lift,
analysts say the demand for
shopping online is unlikely
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toretreat.

"People have gotten ac-
customed to buying online,"
said Edward Jones analyst
Dave Heger. "I don't think
that they're going to go com-
pletely back to the level they
were at before in terms of
purchasing at brickand mor-
tar stores."

Snap is investing in aug-
mented reality technology
designed to help users virtu-
ally try on items like watches,
jewelry and other apparel to
cut down on returns, a major
problem faced by online
retailers.

Snapchat users can take a
photo of a friend's outfit with
the app and find similar looks
or product recommenda-
tions, Snap chief executive
Evan Spiegel said last week
during the company's earn-
ings conference call.

"The holy grail of advertis-
ing is to actually sell mer-
chandise,” said Rich Green-
field, a partner at LightShed
Partners, in a note on Snap
last week.

"While these initiatives
are still in the early stages,we
believe an increasing number
of brands want to be associ-
ated with where commerce is
headed."

Popular short-form video
app TikTok is testing live-
streamed shopping with se-
lect brands in the UK, allow-
ing viewers purchase clothes
as an influencer models the
item in real time during a
live video. —REUTERS
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